Direct Instruction Lesson Plan
Author: Kevin Mininni
Date Created: April 28th, 2014
Subject(s): American History I
Topic or Unit of Study (Title): Bill of Rights 

Grade Level: 11th grade
Materials: Computer with Internet connection, YouTube video, Bill of Rights handout, Venn Diagram
Summary (and Rationale): In this unit, students will analyze the original text of the first 10 amendments, known as “The Bill of Rights.” Through careful reading, they will study the language of the amendments in order to understand not only the intent of the Founding Fathers, but also the way these words have been interpreted. Students will demonstrate this knowledge by writing summaries of selections from the original document and by the end of the unit, articulating their understanding of the complete document by answering questions in an argumentative writing style, as well as acting out a skit to show how the Bill of Rights affects their daily lives. 
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): At the beginning of class, each student will have a sticky note on their desk. They will be asked to write anything they know about the Bill of Rights as a pre-assessment. Then, I will collect the sticky notes and we will watch “I’m Just a Bill” from Schoolhouse Rock via Youtube. At the end of the video, I will ask the students what rights do they have in class? What rights are protected by the Bill of Rights? What powers are limited? [10 minutes]
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	The learner will be able to apply the Bill of Rights to their rights as students and of teachers by completing a Venn diagram.
	The teacher will engage the class in a discussion to ensure understanding of the topic. 


State the objective: [1 minute]
Assessment: [5 minutes]
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance): To begin, I will read to the students a brief introduction to the Bill of Rights (below). 
The struggle over the states' ratification of the Constitution in 1787 and 1788 made a deep impression on James Madison, who witnessed firsthand the contentious battles in Virginia and New York. Madison understood that in order for the new government to be successful it needed the overwhelming allegiance of the people rather than the narrow majority support won in many of the state ratification conventions. Madison began to see how the addition of a bill of rights might calm some of the fears about the powers invested in the new national government.
James Madison worked to gain support for the Constitution by creating a list of proposed amendments drawn from various Anti-Federalist and Federalists sources. Elected as a representative to the First Congress in 1789, he took the lead in writing and speaking on behalf of legislation to amend the Constitution. By August of 1789, the House of Representatives passed a list of proposed amendments derived from Madison's list. Due in large measure to his leadership, Congress passed the Bill of Rights in 1789, and the states ratified it by 1791. [5 minutes]
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): The students will receive a Bill of Rights handout and a Venn diagram sheet, one side shows the rights and limitations for students and the other the rights and limitations for teachers (both attached). The students will complete these Venn diagrams during our group discussion, in which the students should consider questions, such as: What specific protections for individuals apply to students? What specific protections for individuals apply to teachers? Are these sets of protections distinct from one another or shared to some degree? What limits are placed on the authority of students? What limits are placed on teachers? What limits on authority do we share? [40 minutes]
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): We will create a class Venn Diagram on the board to cover any protections/limitations that students missed during our discussion and then create a “Bill of Rights” document for our classroom that will remain for the rest of the year. [15 minutes]
VI. Independent Practice: For optional homework, the students may play the “Bill of Rights Game” or  “Do I Have a Right?” game. If they bring in some form of confirmation of completing either game, they will receive 3 points extra credit towards their final unit project.
STANDARDS:
	AH1.H.1.3
	Use Historical Analysis and Interpretation to: 5) Evaluate the influence of the past on contemporary issues.

	AH1.H.2.2
	Evaluate key turning points from colonization through Reconstruction in terms of their lasting impact

	AH1.H.4.1
	Analyze the political issues and conflicts that have impacted the United States through Reconstruction and the compromises that resulted.

	AH1.H.5.1
	Summarize how the philosophical, ideological and/or religious views on freedom and equality contributed to the development of American political and economic systems through Reconstruction. 

	HS.TT.1 
	Use technology and other resources for assigned tasks.


Plans for Individual Differences: During this lesson, Sandra will be responsible for creating the class Venn diagram on the board and typing up our Bill of Rights document on the computer. 
References (APA style):

I’m Just a Bill (Schoolhouse Rock) YouTube Video - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyeJ55o3El0
The Bill of Rights Game - http://www.annenbergclassroom.org/pages.aspx?name=the-bill-of-rights-game&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
Do I Have A Right? Game - https://www.icivics.org/games/do-i-have-rights
