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Subject(s): American History I
Topic or Unit of Study (Title): Bill of Rights  

Grade Level: 11th grade
Materials: Overhead, Graphic Organizer (“Analyzing the Bill of Rights”), Quiz
Summary (and Rationale):  In this unit, students will analyze the original text of the first 10 amendments, known as “The Bill of Rights.” Through careful reading, they will study the language of the amendments in order to understand not only the intent of the Founding Fathers, but also the way these words have been interpreted. Students will demonstrate this knowledge by writing summaries of selections from the original document and by the end of the unit, articulating their understanding of the complete document by answering questions in an argumentative writing style, as well as acting out a skit to show how the Bill of Rights affects their daily lives.
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): The students will be asked to write a short paragraph or list outlining their rights and limitations as a student as a review from yesterday. I will collect these. [5 minutes]
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	The learner will write the Bill of Rights in his or her own words.
	The teacher will collect the review assignment at the beginning of class, as well as give a short quiz at the end of class.


State the objective: [1 minute]
Assessment: [10 minutes – Focus and Review: 5 minutes, Closure – 5 minutes]
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance): For this lesson, the students study the original text of the Bill of Rights through careful reading. I will pass out a graphic organizer titled “Analyzing the Bill of Rights.” On the left side of the document, each Amendment is written and on the right is space for the students to write in their own words what that amendment means. As a class, we will close read the 1st amendment and write it in our own words. [5 minutes]
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): Then, the students will be broken into groups of 3 or 4, where they will be asked to complete the graphic organizer for the rest of the 9 amendments. I have chosen to differentiate in this lesson plan by having flexible grouping. I would like to break the students into groups outside of their comfort zone by assigning heterogeneous groups. I want the students that normally would be labeled as “struggling” to become comfortable working with other students. They will continue to work with these same groups throughout the remainder of the unit.  [60 minutes]
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): The students will be given a short quiz where they will be asked to match an amendment to its short description to assess student understanding before moving on to more complex analysis of the Bill of Rights. [5 minutes]
VI. Independent Practice: For optional homework, the students may play the “Bill of Rights Game” or “Do I Have a Right?” game. If they bring in some form of confirmation of completing either game, they will receive 3 points extra credit towards their final unit project.
STANDARDS:
	AH1.H.1.2
	Use Historical Comprehension to: 1) Reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage.

	AH1.H.2.2
	Evaluate key turning points from colonization through Reconstruction in terms of their lasting impact

	AH1.H.4.1
	Analyze the political issues and conflicts that have impacted the United States through Reconstruction and the compromises that resulted.

	AH1.H.5.1
	Summarize how the philosophical, ideological and/or religious views on freedom and equality contributed to the development of American political and economic systems through Reconstruction. 


Plans for Individual Differences: 
I will place Lee in a group with one of her good friends because I feel that she needs some sense of familiarity in order to succeed in a group setting. I think she will bring her strength of memorization and attention to details in this assignment as they begin to analyze and remember important facets of the Bill of Rights.
References (APA style):

The Bill of Rights Game - http://www.annenbergclassroom.org/pages.aspx?name=the-bill-of-rights-game&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
Do I Have A Right? Game - https://www.icivics.org/games/do-i-have-rights
