Cooperative Learning Lesson Plan
Author: Kevin Mininni
Date Created: April 28th, 2014
Subject(s): American History I
Topic or Unit of Study (Title): Bill of Rights  

Grade Level: 11th grade
Materials: Library time for research on Friday, Reserve a set of classroom laptops for blog posts on Monday
Summary (and Rationale):  In this unit, students will analyze the original text of the first 10 amendments, known as “The Bill of Rights.” Through careful reading, they will study the language of the amendments in order to understand not only the intent of the Founding Fathers, but also the way these words have been interpreted over time. By the end of the unit, students will demonstrate this knowledge by writing summaries of selections, answering questions in an argumentative writing style, engaging in a Socratic Seminar and acting out a skit to show how the Bill of Rights affects their daily lives.
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): To begin class, we will reflect on our Socratic Seminar from yesterday, as well as all our other activities during the unit and collect the homework and assignments relating to the Socratic Seminar. [5 minutes]
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	Students will be able to research information relevant to their topic.
Student will be able to prepare a skit relating to their specific amendment.

Student will be able to analyze others’ skits to determine which amendment is being violated.

Student will write a blog post for a final assessment.
	The teacher will grade the students’ skits by a rubric.
The teacher will collect the student work determining each group’s amendment.

The teacher will use the blog post as a final assessment for the Bill of Rights unit.


State the objective: [1 minute]
Assessment: [1 minute]
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance): The students should already be sitting with their groups that they have been working with during the week. I will then walk around the class and assign each group one of the first 10 amendments from the Bill of Rights. I will then introduce the final activity for our unit on the Bill of Rights, which will be modeling the “Jigsaw Model.” Each group will take the amendment that they have been given and create a 5 minute skit in which they will act out a situation showing life without their assigned amendment. The students will have the remainder of the class period to create their skit by researching online or in reference books in the library. They will present their skits on Monday. The catch is that they will not tell the other groups which amendment they are acting out. In order to hold each student accountable for learning the material, the students watching the skit will have to write down which amendment they think the other group is acting out, which will be graded as part of their post-assessment from our unit. [10 minutes]
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): The students will spend the rest of the class on Friday working in their groups to develop their skits for Monday. [60 minutes]

On Monday, we will begin the class by working within their groups for the first 5 minutes and then begin the skit presentations. Each group has 5 minutes to present their skits. [50 minutes]
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): I will bring the students back together and congratulate them on all of their hard work during our unit on the Bill of Rights. For our post assessment, I have decided to have the students do a blog post. This will be a tiered assignment. My lower level students will write a blog post about which amendment(s) they feel are the most important for all citizens living in this country. My average students will be asked to compose one new amendment to the Constitution, a right deserving protection but not currently contained in the Bill of Rights and additional powers of government that should be limited. My advanced students will compose 3 new amendments. After the students have posted their blog posts, we will hold a vote in class on Tuesday to see which amendment, if any, can get a 2/3 vote of all class remembers to pass. This will conclude our unit on the Bill of Rights. [25 minutes]
VI. Independent Practice: If the students do not finish their blog post in class, they will be asked to finish it for homework so that we can vote on Tuesday and finish our unit.
STANDARDS:
	AH1.H.1.2
	Use Historical Comprehension to: 1) Reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage and 2) Differentiate between historical facts and historical interpretations.

	AH1.H.1.3
	Use historical analysis and interpretation to: 1) Identify issues and problems in the past, 2) Consider multiple perspectives of various peoples in the past, 4) Evaluate competing historical narratives and debates among historians and 5) Evaluate the influence of the past on contemporary issues.

	AH1.H.1.4
	Use historical research to: 1) Formulate historical questions, 2) Obtain historical data from a variety of sources, 3) Support interpretations with historical evidence and 4) Construct analytical essays using historical evidence to support arguments

	AH1.H.2.1
	Analyze key political, economic and social turning points from colonization through Reconstruction in terms of causes and effects. 

	AH1.H.2.2
	Evaluate key turning points from colonization through Reconstruction in terms of their last impact.

	AH1.H.4.1
	Analyze the political issues and conflicts that impacted the United States through Reconstruction and the compromises that resulted.

	AH1.H.5.1
	Summarize how the philosophical, ideological and/or religious views on freedom and equality contributed to the development of American political and economic systems through Reconstruction. 

	HS.TT.1.1
	Use appropriate technology tools and other resources to access information.

	HS.TT.1.2
	Use appropriate technology tools and other resources to organize information.

	HS.TT.1.3
	Use appropriate technology tools and other resources to design products to share information with others.

	HS.SI.1.1
	Evaluate sources for reliability.

	HS.SI.1.2
	Evaluate resources for point of view, bias, values or intent of information.

	HS.SI.1.3
	Evaluate content for relevance to the assigned task.


Plans for Individual Differences: Allow Sandra to pull up each student’s blog posts on Tuesday and lead the vote.
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